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During the second world war the Japanese had many naval triumphs but were ultimately 
hindered by their own negligence to continue staying ahead of the technological curve. 
The Battle of Midway in 1942 set the tone for the Japanese Imperial Navy, as the 
American forces staged a massive attack at the Midway Atoll, far into the Pacific Ocean, 
and destroyed a cumbersome number of Japanese ships that would soon be deemed 
irreparable. As American forces continued to use tactical warfare including regular 
submarine and airborne attacks, the Japanese were doing everything they could to try to 
keep up with the dying fleets. As they patrolled Micronesia down to Papua New Guinea 
and the Solomans’ they figured that had the area of Truk Lagoon fairly secured, and so 
they mounted a fleet there early in 1944, for what they knew was an impending battle as 
the Americans encroached. However the American Navy was quicker than imagined and 
would mark the second biggest upset in Japanese Naval history, being bombed, shot at 
and torpedoed from every angle, only a small amount of ships managed to come away 
afloat. Later that year after many repairs were made amongst the ranks of beaten down 
ships, the Japanese decided to do everything possible to maintain their stronghold in 
Manila Bay, Philippines, sending copious resources and troops to hold the coast. 
However the Americans were making plans of their own, and on September 20th, 1944 
waged an airborne attack on Manila Bay and the ships and structures around it. They 
managed to sink numerous ships and destroy forts set up for the Japanese Army. The 
vessels still left afloat were ordered to head to Busuanga to hide amongst the islands. 
Legend has it that the Japanese would board the islands around Busuanga to cut down 
trees and place them around the shipwrecks to make them look like islands when 
American planes would fly over, however after a couple days of American planes taking 
pictures, they realized these islands were moving on their anchor lines and immediately 
forged an attack. At 9:00am the morning of September 24th, 1944 the Americans 
brought 96 Hellcats and 24 Helldivers which only had enough fuel for a 15 minutes pass 
before they would travel back 300 miles to their carrier. Within those 15 minutes, almost 
every vessel hiding in Coron Bay was sent to a watery grave along with many of the men 
and women serving on board these vessels.

This is the history and facts of each of those wrecks and how we get to enjoy them 
everyday, as artifacts of great courage.



Okikawa Maru

Description: Okikawa is the largest shipwreck in the bay with a total length of 160m upon the laying of 
the keel. She was an oil tanker for the Japanese navy and would’ve housed enough fuel for an entire 
fleet of ships. She sits in 26m of water and comes up as shallow as 10m. She sits perfectly upright and is 
structurally sound until the bow which is blown to bits and its almost completely unrecognizable if it 
weren’t for the hull sitting in the sand with the bow facing the surface. 

Points of Interest: Incredibly huge rudder and epic propeller shaft swim-through. The ship’s brig or jail 
cell, popular spot for photos and such. First deck level galley ways, long and wide corridors offer great 
swim throughs. Multiple in tact port holes along the port side of the vessel when coming from the boiler 
room. Multiple large groupers call this wreck home as well as a friendly turtle who appears from time to 
time. 

Cert level: Open Water and up, has opportunities for good penetration and shallow technical 
inclinations. 

Trivia: This was the only wreck in the bay that did not sink on Sept 24, 1944 with the others. She was 
bombed and damaged but remained with the stern on the bottom and the bow sticking out of the water 
until another fleet of bombers attacked the bow, sinking it to the bottom on Oct 9, 1944. 



Akitsushima
Description: The Akitsushima was one of two ships that aren’t a “Maru” meaning it was built and designed for the 
Japanese Imperial Navy. The ship’s main job was as a sea plane tender and repair vessel. She had the most 
amount of armament on her of all the ships in the bay as well as a massive crane for lifting out and putting back 
sea planes to and from the water. She housed onboard 689 tons worth of high-octane aviation fuel, 36 arial 
torpedoes and 62.5 tons worth of bombs. Her length was approximately 115m long and she now lays on her port 
side in 36m of water with a minimum depth of 20m. No one has ever discovered what happened to the sea plane 
she was tending for during the time of the attack, and it remains one of the most interesting mysteries of the bay. 

Points of Interest: Incredible tri-barrelled AAA anti-aircraft gun sitting just in front of the humongous and epic 
crane in approx. 32m of water. After that you can enter into the hanger through the immense explosion within the 
ship, as you move toward the stern you will be confronted by the massive winches that were used to lift the planes 
out which still remain quite in tact. Opposite the winches is the crown jewel of the Akitsushima, her four big engines 
still intact and unsalvaged. Just behind the engines coming from the stern there is a narrow space to drop down 
into and check out several gauges, there are second set deeper down the passage, remember to go feet first. After 
this you can venture down the long and open corridors of the first couple deck levels down passing by different 
debris and room entrances, as you exit from the bow and turn back towards the stern you will pass two massive 
gun mounts (one at the bow and one mid ship) as well as a large 
communications tower, riddled with different fish, lionfish, groupers, glass 
fish galore… There are a couple 127mm bomb scattered about the wreck 
that are still live, if you’re guide knows where they are, be sure to check 
one out, as they are incredibly huge. 

Cert Level: Minimum AOW, much better on nitrox seeing as there isn’t 
much to see above 20m. Great for technical and wreck certified divers, not 
incredibly deep throughout the insides of the ship so you can get lots of 
bottom time with not too much deco obligation. 

Trivia: The Akitsushima was stationed in Truk during the battle of Truk 
Lagoon in Feb 1944, which would turn out to be one of the biggest upsets 
for the Japanese Navy as they were ambushed by American ships and 
bombers only to be slaughtered, however the Akitsushima despite being 
hit four times by 1000lb bombs, and incurring multiple attacks in the 
Solomans prior to the battle of Truk Lagoon managed to continue on her 
duties. After making a long journey back to Yokosuka, Japan, she was 
released back into the line of duty on Sept. 4, 1944, only to be dragged to 
the sea floor 20 days later in Busuanga. 



Kogyo Maru

Description: The Kogyo Maru was a ammunitions supply vessel for the Japanese Navy measuring 
129m long, she was originally in charge of carrying various ammunitions for the attacks planned around 
SE Asia and all the way to the Indian Ocean, she was involved in countless battles during her time 
serving in the Navy including awaiting the order to come ashore in Singapore to help the land based 
army moving in. She returned back to Japan incurring multiple attacks from torpedoes and arial forces, 
one of which managed to hit her engine room severely damaging the vessel, but not sinking it. After 
repairs were done in Japan and a weeks worth of loading construction equipment including tractors, 
trucks, cars, generators, and a magnitude of construction equipment and engineers she was off to 
continue building up the stronghold in Manila. After more attacks were laid but not damaging her, she 
began to have engine troubles and had to break away from her fleet. After repairs were made by the 
crew she caught up to the fleet only to have countless submarine and arial attacks before reaching the 
coast of Luzon, which she hugged closely to avoid more submariner attacks. Arriving in Manila Bay short 
after only to be attacked again and sent into the refugee fleet headed to Busuanga, to where she now 
lays on her starboard side in 34m of water with a minimum depth of 16m and home to some of the most 
abundant schools of fish in the bay. 

Points of Interest: In the second cargo hold from the bow there is a huge pile of cement backs which as 
you explore you can find the remains of an old forklift or bulldozer (unknown what the actual use for the 
vehicle was) with tire treads still in tact as well as an old generator and some unknown wheel axels in the 
vicinity. The engine room of this vessel is easily accessible and is illuminated by a large hole on the port 
side of the vessel adding a beautiful “cathedral-esque” effect as you swim over the massive engine 
boilers. Two gun mounts can be found, one at the bow, one at the stern. Japanese star emblem sake or 
beer bottle located in the third cargo hold from the stern. 

Cert Level: Much better enjoyed as an AOW diver, also much 
better on nitrox. But can be dived by experienced OW divers on the 
top deck where the abundance of marine life live.  

Trivia: The Kogyo Maru was thrown a curve ball as they were 
given winter gear and told they were to be stationed around the 
Aleutian Island in Alaska for several months guarding a research 
facility, which was attacked daily for months by American scout 
bombers. Not much damage was done by either side. 



Irako

Description: Irako is the second largest vessel in the bay at 145m in length and is also one of two that 
were built and designed for the Japanese Imperial Navy in 1940. She did not have a glorious mission but 
her existence was imperative to the Japanese Navy. She was a mobile-sea-worth refrigerator and food 
warehouse. Her survival was vital, otherwise without food there were no forces to fight. This 10,000 ton 
ship could reach speeds of 17.5 knots and was essential for the winning battles of Singapore, Japan, 
Dutch East Indies, Truk, and around the Philippines. However after several grave losses by the 
Japanese Navy she was on her heels until her final days hiding out in Busuanga. This wreck now lays in 
45m of water with a minimum depth of approx. 26m, she sits upright with a slight list to the port side and 
is home to some of the most incredible artifacts of the wrecks in Coron Bay, as well as abundant schools 
of juvenile barracudas, jackfish, and damsels. Many lion fish and scorpionfish can be found around this 
wreck as well. 

Points of Interest: The bow gun mount is the most intact mount in 
the whole bay missing only the shield and turrets, and is usually 
riddled with glass fish and spadefish. Inside the bow forecastle, you 
can find remains of porcelain toilets, a large wheel suspected of 
being related to the anchor winch, a radiator, multiple circuit 
breaker boxes, and down a hole from the forecastle you can se the 
remains of an old dresser or chesterfield. On that same level 
accessible by the first cargo hold from the bow is what’s suspected 
to be an old washer or dryer of some sort, close by to that is a door 
which will bring you into a small silty room, giving you access to the 
bicycle that lays on the port wall. The engine room is accessible in 
this vessel but can be difficult to get into and is deep and dark but full of turbines, wheels, hanging galley 
ways, and more. It is also the access point to the famous machine room where you can find the lathe 
and drill press (only for very experienced divers). 

Cert Level: AOW with experience, highly recommend nitrox (no 
greater than 30% O2), minimal to no wreck penetration for 
recreational divers as depths can begin at 32-34m for even the 
shallowest penetrations. Technical divers dream wreck, perfect for 
twinset, side mount, and particularly rebreather divers to explore 
the wreck properly and safely. Wreck certification should be 
provided for anything past mild-swim throughs. 

Trivia: Irako had so much food on board she could feed an army of 
25,000 troops for up to two weeks in the middle of the ocean.



Olympia Maru

Description: The Olympia Maru was another large cargo ship measuring 130m and capable of carrying 
extremely heavy equipment including airplane parts, trucks, ammunitions, troops and more. She was 
never avidly involved in the Japanese Naval war operations, but was an important ship in the 
background having the ability to carry copious amounts of people and gear allowing her to be a one-
stop-shop for any repairs aeronautical or otherwise. She’s also one of the older maru’s in the bay with 
her keel laid in 1927 but as a simple timber hauler by design she wasn’t recruited into active service until 
1941 at which time they outfitted her with a 100mm gun on the bow and a heavy machine gun on her 
stern. Unfortunately this was no match for the bombers attacking and she was heavily impacted by the 
bombing as her superstructure has almost no intact sections but the hull walls, it looks to have almost 
imploded. 

Points of Interest: The gun mount at the bow of the ship is home 
to an immense school of yellowtail snappers and copious scorpion 
fish tend to rest on the gun mount carefully camouflaged. The bow 
forecastle offers some nice spools of rope which often hide moral 
eels or pipefish as well as ladders and some nice ambient light. 
Japanese emblem bricks found on the port side laying on the 
twisted metal of the precious superstructure. At the stern is a room 
with a few remains of old sake and beer bottles, some with 
inscriptions other without. Massive rudder, good for a swim through 
and trying to find seahorses.

Cert Level: AOW as minimum depth is about 20m, minimal wreck 
penetration ability.

Trivia: As a timber hauler in the 1930’s the Olympia Maru worked out of Vancouver, Canada and Seattle, 
USA shipping lumber from the North American coast back to Japan. 



Ekkai Maru (Ex. Morazan)

Description: The Ekkai Maru, is the oldest ship in the bay, built in 1904 in Greenock, UK this 93m 
vessel had a long and prominent past as it was originally used for trans-atlantic voyages from Europe to 
America, bringing immigrants to new land. After a decade of long voyages she was outfitted with more 
luxurious living quarters and sold as a riverboat steaming up and down the Amazon River, at which time 
she was named “Manco.” After a few years of service driving up and down the Amazon, she was sold to 
a banana trading company out of La Ceiba, Honduras to which researchers have found the “CEB” 
inscribed on the stern of the vessel to this day. At this stage she was renamed to the “Morazan” which a 
lot of people still refer to it by. After a few years delivering bananas from Honduras to America and the 
Caribbean, she was sold to a fruit trading company in Shanghai, China. During her stint in Shanghai, she 
was literally shanghai-ed by the Japanese and converted to a passenger cargo ship for the Japanese 
Imperial Navy. As an unarmed ship she had little priority to enemy bombers, but was suck in the refugee 
fleet with the rest of the ships in Coron Bay, and her fate was decided. After going strong for 40 years 
she now sits in 26m of water with a minimum depth of about 12m and laying on her starboard side. 

Points of Interest: Top deck of the ship is littered with massive scroll corals and tropic fish, including 
schools of damsels, small groups of jacks darting around, clownfish, lionfish, crocodile fish and even 
blue spotted rays can be found amongst the ship. Boiler room, containing two incredibly large boilers 
which you can swim through and behind to find a collection of firebricks some of which date back to 
1908. In the cargo hold just behind the engine room is a flat area full of charcoal from what would’ve 
been inside the engine to run the steam. You can also pass through the accommodation areas and get a 
sense of the side of the rooms, small pieces of glass and ceramic still litter the grounds. The cargo holds 
at the stern of the vessel have lots of light passing through and offer another amazing “catherdral-esque” 
effect.

Cert Level: OW and up. Watch depth off the sides of the ship. 
Easy penetration able.

Trivia: The Ekkai Maru during its first stint of trans-atlantic voyages 
was responsible for the immigration of over 10,000 people to 
America.



Lusong Gunboat & Coral Gardens

Description: The Lusong Gun Boat, suspected to be one of very many “Shofu Maru’s” which were 
converted fishing trawlers often used as auxiliary submarine chaser, carrying on board depth charges, 
sonar equipment, and anything they needed to help fend of submariner attacks, which would prove to be 
quite detrimental to the Japanese Navy. The history of this specific ship is unknown as there were 
dozens of ships in the same fashion carrying out similar orders. This 30m long wreck is one of the most 
colourful ships in the bay as it only sits in 12m of water and actually breaching the surface slightly during 
low tides. The shallow depths allow for great light penetration offering a miraculous infrastructure for 
coral growth and marine habitation. The wreck is surrounded by incredibly vibrant coral reef and can 
explored either by snorkelling or by diving. The area just adjacent to this on the west side of Lusong 
Island has been aptly named “Coral Gardens” as it just that, an incredible reef wall maxing out around 
16m and just riddled with incredible stag horn corals, gregorian fans, nudibranches, juvenile barracuda, 
turtles and more. It is extremely beautiful and gives a happy heart to any divers that are graced by its 
views. 

Points of Interest: Seeing as the wreck is quite small it gives a good opportunity to explore each nook 
and cranny. Along the wreck and the seafloor next to it we’ve spotted at least five different species of 
anemone fish, including the classic nemo (false clownfish). There is a small swim through you can do on 
the topside of the wreck. The occasional napoleon wrasse will wander by, as well as turtles and moray 
eels. Everything in coral gardens is beautiful, shallower there is more corals, deeper there can be more 
macro and sometimes turtles and rays.

Cert Level: Gunboat good for DSD’s and OW or higher, very shallow. Coral gardens recommend only 
OW or higher as there is nowhere for DSD’s to sit without breaking 
corals. 

Trivia: Due to the small nature of the ship, in all of the war records 
of the Japanese refugee fleet to Busuanga, this ship was never 
recorded as being there, the only records we have to prove that it 
happened at the same time is reports of Hellcat pilots saying the 
shot at smaller trawlers as well as the large ships.



Barracuda Lake

Description: Barracuda lake is one of Coron Island’s fantastic natural phenomenons in which the 
combination of a deep underground hot spring, surrounded by small passageways to the sea have 
caused an incredible crystal clear lake caged in by towering limestone cliffs above and below the 
surface. Due to this mixing of hot fresh water and saltwater from the sea we incur what is called a 
“halocline” which is the mixing of the denser saltwater on the bottom and the less dense fresh water on 
the top of the lake, the mixing is called “brackish” water and causes a strange blurriness similar to seeing 
a heatwave up close. Above the halocline (from 0m to 12m) the water is approximately 28C but in the 
halocline and slightly below (12m+) you can experience temperatures up to 40C. So if you’ve ever 
wanted to know what diving in a bathtub would feel like, this is your chance. Between the epic limestone 
formations, the crystal clear waters and this natural phenomenon, Barracuda Lake is certainly a bucket 
list dive for a lot of people. 

Points of Interest: Halocline/thermocline, cliffs above and below water, the drive to the site is about 
1hr+ depending on weather, and is full of beautiful islands and cliffsides, making for a beautiful day 
through and through.

Cert Level: OW and up. AOW recommended for better experience. 

Trivia: Coron Island is recognized as a sacred place and is guarded adamantly by a tribe called the 
Tagbanwa. Barracuda Lake is the only lake that people are allowed to dive in as the other lakes hold 
stories of superstition and are not to be meddled with. Stories have 
even been told by many that when flying drones over some of the 
other lakes they will magically stop responding, go black and fall 
from the sky. Not even National Geographic has been granted 
permission to view all of the hidden lakes and coves of the 
incredible Coron Island.



Teru-kaze Maru (East Tangat Gunboat)

Description: The Teru-Kaze Maru or better known as the East Tangat [Island] Gunboat was another 
converted fishing vessel similar to the Lusong Gunboat however was 45m and contained far more 
armament. However she served the same purpose, as an auxiliary submarine chaser. She would’ve had 
racks across the stern for dropping depth charges causing a bit more caution in enemy submarine 
tactics. The Japanese had lost a significant amount of ship due to submarine attacks and these small 
converted trawlers we their attempt to mitigate some of those risks. However little they may have done, it 
was better than nothing. Located near the Tangat Island, the landscape is stunning and the wreck itself 
offers a good combination of wreck and reef with a minimum depth of 4m and maximum of 18m, the 
coral growth on the wreck attracts all sorts of critters and divers alike. 

Points of Interest: Bow cargo hold, arguably the most intriguing aspect of the wreck as inside you can 
find remnants of old glass bottles, and what most people believe to be an underwater periscope, directly 
in the middle of the hold, next to it is a stand of some kind and at one point there was even a bone hung 
from the ceiling. The interior of the superstructure is fairly wide open and you can easily work your way 
into it to check out some bit of ceramic still left around the dust as well as a few other bits and pieces. 
The bright ambience of this room often adds a nice effect as well. The reef alongside the wreck can be 
busy as well, spotting things like juvenile cuttlefish, mandarin fish, and many other small and illusive 
creatures.

Cert Level: OW or higher.

Trivia: According to recent research, the “periscope” that every 
diver drools over, is most like not a periscope but actually a Type 
93 Hydrophone used to listen for submarine sonar and was 
installed on almost all Japanese auxiliary sub-chasers. Since you 
couldn’t see submarines, it was far easier to find them by listening.



Calumbuyan Island Reef

Description: Calumbuyan Island is off off the coast of Baranguay Concepcion, in Western Busuanga, 
only a short drive from the shore takes you to a coral abundant paradise both above and below the 
waters. Tidal currents sweeping between the islands create a lovely nutrient base for coral growth and 
fish life. This island is home to some of the largest coral congregations in Coron Bay. An easy going drift 
dive can bring you from north side of the island to the south, all of which is home to beautiful marine life 
and unsuspected friends like the Napolean Wrasse who show up sometimes in small schools. Whether 
you’re out there for a dive, or just hanging out on the beautiful beach under the shade of the trees, or if 
you’re doing both, you’re sure to enjoy yourself around Calumbuyan Island. (Closed for low season.)

Points of Interest: Underwater its common to find large hard corals towards the shallower depths, 
sometimes turtles float by and you may get the occasional ray as well. A hot spot for nudibranchs and 
lion fish of all kinds. The Napolean Wrasse if you get to see them are also a lovely treat.

Cert Level: OW and up.

Trivia: Calumbuyan Island was home to one of the first dive shops 
ever established in Busuanga/Coron. It had a compressor, gear, 
boats and staff, but unfortunately multiple nasty storms and very 
wet rainy seasons caused it to close down and retire its legacy only 
shortly after its conception. 
 


